Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Hazouri, Carter, Morgan, Anderson and Becton: 



RESOLUTION 2018-138
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF MARVIN EDWARDS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Marvin R. Edwards, a native of New York City, graduated from New York University and served in World War II as a member of the Office of Strategic Services, the predecessor agency to the CIA, performing intelligence missions in Europe, for which he was recognized as a Chevalier in the French Legion of Honor and for which his OSS unit was recently awarded the Congressional Gold Medal by the U.S. Congress; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Edwards was also a journalist who wrote for base newspapers at nearly every location where he was stationed, covered the war crimes trials at the Dachau concentration camp, and in 2017, at the age of 95, published a book on the history of the OSS entitled Now It Can Be Told: Tales of the OSS, including some of his own wartime experiences; and


WHEREAS, Marvin Edwards moved to Jacksonville in 1947 and was a freelance journalist for several local publications for many decades, ran a successful investment counseling business, was President of the Jacksonville Financial Analysts Society (now CFA Society) and was a co-founder of Jacksonville’s Economic Roundtable; and
WHEREAS, a lifelong advocate of social justice and government accountability, in the early 1960s Mr. Edwards joined with other parents of school aged children to lead a reform movement that exposed shortcomings in the finances and management of Duval County Public Schools which eventually led to the district losing its accreditation in 1964, one of the seminal events that helped to bring about city/county consolidation; and 

WHEREAS, Marvin Edwards spent decades as a self-appointed watchdog and citizen activist holding local government accountable for its stewardship of the best interests of the taxpayers, meticulously researching and doggedly critiquing major public projects and expenditures such as the Dames Point Bridge and the Automated Skyway Express in newspaper articles, letters to the editor, and television interviews. His reputation for integrity and concern for the public good led to him being awarded the first Citation for Citizen Excellence in Ethics by the Jacksonville Ethics Commission; and 


WHEREAS, it was with great sadness that the City Council learned of the death of Mr. Edwards at the age of 96, and his decades of civic activism deserve recognition; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the long life and many civic contributions of Marvin R. Edwards upon the occasion of his passing, and extends to his family, friends and legion of admirers the City’s sincere condolences. Mr. Edwards exemplified involved, informed citizen activism, and his research and writing over many decades contributed greatly to government accountability in Jacksonville.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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